
CJE Values

diversity • equity • inclusion

National Hispanic Heritage month is celebrated annually in the United States from 
September 15 to October 15. 

Its start date, September 15, marks the anniversary of the Cry of Dolores, a watershed 
moment in Mexican history in which priest Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla gave the call to 
arms and sparked the Mexican War of Independence, which would eventually lead to 
the liberation of Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras 
from Spanish colonial rule. The observation began in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage week 
under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded in 1988 by President Ronald 
Regan. It was enacted into law On August 17, 1988. 

Today, National Hispanic Heritage month celebrates 
and recognizes the achievements and contributions of 
Hispanic Americans who have inspired others to achieve 
success. It is also a time across the United States that 
celebrates the histories, cultures, and contributions of 
those Americans who came from Spain, Mexico, the 
Caribbean, and Central and South America. That said, 
there is an underrepresentation of Black and Indigenous 
Latino voices, whose history includes deep resistance 
to the Spanish invasion and are not necessarily tied 
to Spain. Therefore, recent popularity of the word 
Latinx presents another alternative to the contentious 
Hispanic label that proppants say also offers gender inclusivity and diversity. However, 
going beyond the dispute of what name to call the month-long celebration; there is 
another concern that by making the celebration more commercially viable, the stories 
of oppression, prejudice, and injustice have been whitewashed or ignored. The 
celebration tends to focus on musical contributions, dancing, or other artforms and 
neglects to reflect on painful events such as the 1910 lynchings in south Texas, the 
Zoot Suit Riots, the segregation of Mexican kids in schools, or the Chicano-led school 
walkouts of the 1960’s that changed higher education for Latino students. The U.S. 
education system does not provide a thorough history on this subject, which leaves 
National Hispanic Heritage month as one of the few opportunities to share it. When 
shared in a thoughtful way, even these stories can ultimately be uplifting because 
through these struggles the Hispanic/Latino communities have been able to achieve 
more social justice.

To truly honor CJE’s values of respect, accountability, and advocacy, it is imperative to 
educate ourselves. This means intentionally seeking out Black and Indigenous voices 
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and engage with the efforts that work to combat erasure, challenge structural racism and 
prejudice, and educate both within and outside the Latinx communities. Latin America is 
vast, heterogenous, multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and multilingual, unified by geography and 
a shared history of surviving a brutal colonization that continues to this day. 

As Hispanic Heritage month comes to a close, please take the time to seek out Latinx 
voices, and learn about the culture, history, and struggles they have experienced both 
within the United States and abroad. 

• Read up on ICE detention practices, including the present-day forced sterilization of 
detainees, a genocidal tactic that echoes the forced, nonconsensual sterilization of 
hundreds of Puerto Rican women in the 1950; 

• [ICE sterilization] https://www.aclu.org/news/immigrants-rights/immigration-
detention-and-coerced-sterilization-history-tragically-repeats-itself/ 

• [Historical sterilization in Puerto Rico] https://eugenicsarchive.ca/discover/
connections/530ba18176f0db569b00001b 

• Engage with AfroIndigenous Latinx 
creators, activists, and spokespersons! 
[Try following Alan Perez’s works, 
which explore the intersections of 
African, Indigenous, and LGBTQ+ 
identities, and the interactions 
between these identities and colonial, 
structural violence within and outside 
of the United States]

• Listen to podcasts made by and for 
queer Afrolatinx and Indigenous 
consumers! [Try The Undocumented Black Girl podcast, hosted by AfroBelizean 
DACA recipient Denea Joseph https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
undocumented-black-girl/id1501895562] 

• Watch documentaries and read stories that highlight Black history within Latin 
America! [Try Black in Latin America by Henry Louis Gates Jr., available on PBS at 
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/black-in-latin-america/]

• Educate yourself on the neocolonial practices being inflicted by the United States on 
Puerto Rico, including the privatization of the island’s electric power grid by LUMA 
[Try “Fuera Luma” at https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2021/06/21/fuera-luma-puerto-
rico-confronts-neoliberal-electricity-system-takeover-amid-ongoing-struggles-for-self-
determination/]


