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CJE SeniorLife values each of its over 600 full- and part-time workers from 
diverse backgrounds as well as the more than 20,000 diverse older adults 
and their families that we help annually. In doing this we recognize that 
everyone plays an important part in making up who CJE SeniorLife is. 
Rooted in Jewish communal values, CJE’s mission is to enhance quality of 
life and facilitate independence of older adults through our own values: 
Respect, Advocacy, Compassion, Intention, Innovation and Accountability. 

Throughout the year, we recognize, value and embrace the diversity in 
who we are and who we serve. We also recognize, value and embrace 
others outside of CJE that have contributed to the greater good and 
represent the values CJE holds dear. At this time 
we would like to recognize Black History Month 
(February) and Social Work Month (March) by sharing 
some insight into an amazing Chicago woman who 
also served thousands of needy Chicagoans and their 
communities—Ada S. McKinley.

Ada S. McKinley was an African American social 
reformer and civil rights activist. Her welfare work 
lent itself to several efforts including but not limited 
to helping Black Chicagoans after WWI, after the 
Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 and during the Great 
Migration, the Great Depression and the 1919 Chicago race riots. She 
originally volunteered with the WCCS but when it was terminated in 
1920 she established the South Side Community Service to be able to 
continue to provide services to the poor people of color. This later became 
known as the South Side Settlement House (SSSH). By 1927, her program 
had provided social services to over 25,000 needy individuals in the 
community.



THE CJE ADVANTAGE: Our broad continuum of care offers people of all ages, faiths and incomes access to 
life-enriching opportunities, resources and healthcare. Our Jewish values make us the provider of choice for 
enhancing lives and navigating the positive aging process.
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Today, her program, now known as the Ada S. 
McKinley Community Services Inc., is one of the 
largest human service organizations in the U.S. 
It offers over 70 sites across Illinois, Wisconsin 
and Indiana and serves more than 7,000 people 
annually within the arenas of child development, 
employment and mental health, and provides 
services that include: mentoring, college 
placement, foster care, housing support, family 
counseling and Head Start programs.

Ada S. McKinley represents the true nature of 
the values CJE SeniorLife holds true everyday: 
Respect, Advocacy, Compassion, Intention, 
Innovation and Accountability. Without pioneers and advocates like her, 
many of our friends, neighbors and families would remain in need. Her 

dedication to her vision and mission is 
mirrored today by CJE’s own dedicated 
staff, especially during these difficult 
times. 


